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Cyclops. Storm. Banshee. Nightcrawler. Wolverine. Colossus. Children of the atom, students of 
Charles Xavier, MUTANTS——feared and hated by the world they have sworn to protect. These 
are the STRANGEST heroes of all! 
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Wil HOLD THE FATE OF THE -* » 
UNIVERSE (N HIS HANDS. 
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OUR COMING HERE 
WAS PHOENIX ee 


ANO I've A FEE 
EVEN SWE DOESN'T KNOW 
THE WHY OR WHERE- 
FORE. 
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PY GLADIATOR-- 
ie OMRAOES ! 
f PEOPLE?! 


CYCLOPS, IT'S... INCREDIBLE! 1 CAN ALIENS, I AM GLADIATOR, PRAETOR OF THE _ Y 
UNOERSTAND THEIR LANGUAGE. ; re GUARO, YOU ARE SURROUNDED 
COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS,  \ LG 
STORM. LETS SEE IF TI 
RATHER TALA’ THAN FIGH 


V YOU... BEINGS! WE ARE \ 
THE XCMEN, FROM THE 
PLANET EARTH! 


Ne 
WE'VE 
FOR THE 
L1LANO, 
AND E77, 
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A y THE PRINCESS 
AS V's = YOU SEEK IS A 
Y TRAITOR TO THE 
Ly 
™ Uy, PRISONER. NE WILL 
DB NOT GIVE HER UP. 
THE MAN CALLED 
PS--H 


HIS BODY WITH 
MY BARE 


AAR 
AANOS! 


” VE. ma Mp ei 3nd 
voe| ge WY WEP 


SCATTER THEM, SEAN Y BUT THEW WHAT, WIND- & -- WE'VE SCARCE TIME TO 
CASSIDY! KEEP THEM RIDER? THINGS HAVE BEEN Ch CATCH OUR BREATH. 
OFF BALANCE! fy HAPPENING SO Zas7 since Q) WE FIGHT-- WE MAY O/E-- 
I MAGNETO AMBUSHED US--* gor AND FOR WAAFT ?/ 
O rl : 


WF 
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H#X-MEN #104. BUT FOR THE X-MEN, 
NOT EVEN A OAY AGO -- ARCHE. wen! 


WELL, SUMMERS, HERE'S ANOTHER Z WAOEVER THEY ARE, THESE ALIENS FIGHT 
FINE MESS YOU'VE GOTTEN US INTO. Z c WELL. THE SHEER AEROC/TY OF THEIR 
WHAT'S WITH JEANNIE ?/ A ATTACK HAS cay ave" THE €OGE 


WHAT D'YOU EXPECT?! 
HER POWER JUST 


ACK OFF, 
OLVERINE! oR, )— 
SO HELP ME, 


HOBGOBLIN, CAN 
YOUR SWAPE- 
CHANGING POWERS 
COME UP WITH SOME- 
THING TO BLEW 7 
THAT EOGE 2 


I THINK I HAVE 
SUST THE 
THING, 


TEMPEST. : 
oF iy ' 
BSARRACH AN 


FIND COVER, NIGHTCRAWLER. 
I WILL TRY TO HOLD THIS 
AHORROR AS LONG AS 

I oANY 


PETER-- WO,’ SOMEHOW -- BY (T'S A LONG SHOT-- ANDO MY BEAST WILL FUNNY. 
THOUGHT ALONE -- THAT ONLY BE A VISUAL TRICK, WHERE I'D BEEN 
HOBGOBLIN CHARACTER CAN HOBGOBLIN'S IS REAL--BUTIM oe PLANNING TO 
CAANGE AIS SHAPE INTO COLOSSUS’ OMLY HOPE. 4 THROW THE 
ANY FORM HE PLEASES! 

YOU CAN'T STAND AGAINST-- 


NOW, IF ONLY HOBGOBLIN DOESN'T CALL MY 
BLUFF -- BUT BECOMES SO STAR7TLEO BY 
THE APPEARANCE OF A CREATURE BIGGER 
AND MEANER-LOOKING THAN HIMSELF... 
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PLEASANT OREAMS, MEIN HERR, ) HE CAN ACTUALLY CHANGE HI 
xii, SHAPE -~ THAT'S PHANTAST?. 
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Z2p> I WISH Z COULD 00 THAT. ITS 700 BAD JS 
Bite LO WE'LL NEVER GET TO MEET AS ZAVENDS. fs 


MY MENTAL. 


GOBLINS 
DOWN, TOO! AND 
THAT CLAWED ALIEN-- 
WOLVERINE -- 
IS GOING FOR 
ORACLE! 


ASSASSIN! 


THE UNFETTERED 

FURY OF THE 

SOLAR FIRE- 
STORM / 


WELL DONE, 'BOLT. I THINK 
YOU'VE SYNGED HIS WHISKERS, 
AND TAUGHT HIM A WEtL- 
DESERVED LESSON. 


AURTIN’ FROM THAT FLAME BLAST, BUT 
I CAN'T LET IT BOTHER ME. I GOTTA 
KEEP TRIMMIN’ THE OO0S. OC 


MAGNIFICENT! ™ SUCH A PITY YOUR D'KEN/ SHAKARI-- PLEASE! 
YOU'VE CHOSEN CAUSE |S DOOMED. 
WORTHY 


STOP THIS MADNESS 
AS ARE vou. BEFORE IT'S 700 LATE! 
CHAMPIONS, 7 Y 
LITTLE 


y dl 
SISTER. \) 


YOU COMES 
OEATH, AND 
TA WORSE-THAN- 
OEATH, 


FOOLISH WOMAN, IT 1S P43 THAT SCREAM -- 

ALREADY CARED. y 4£4LANORA! THERE'S. 
ANO DOWES : SOMETHING MATERI- 
4 ALIZING NEXT TO HER 
ON THE DAMS. 
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O'KEN, I 
AM YOUR 
SISTER ! 

YOU WOULD 


LADY SHARRA 
PRESERVE ME! 
IT'S... THE 


--AND I DON'T 


I'M TRYING, SCOTT. BUT STILL FEEL... 
h Z SO WEAK. I NEEO TIME TO... 
OP71C BEAMS! \ 
JEAN --?! 


NEVER FEAR, 
MY FRIENOS. 
TLL RESCUE 
YON CAMSEL 
FAR. 


WITH THAT, THERE'S 4 CRACK OF FLAME, i : I TOLD CYCLOPS 
THE STENCH OF BRIMNNSTONE, ANO NIGHT- L'0 RESCUE YOU, 
CRAWLER 1S STANDING NEXT TO THE f AND RESCUE 


PRINCESS... "e ; ‘ YOU I SHALL... 


++ ASSUMING 
THIS 
VERDAMMT 


.». SUDDENLY 
WISHING HE'D 
TELEPORTED 


I AM LOST-- 
SAVE YOURSELF 
WHILE YOU CAMS 


44 ppg CURSE ayes TWO- 
TOED_ALIEN! IT SUMMONED 
FREES THE SOUL- ORINKER 
TO TAKE ONLY ONE, 
SPECIETE SOUL-- 
LILANORA'S! 
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GET OVER THERE, : LETS GO, PRINCESS! V PRINCESS 2! WHATS 
FOOLS! MAKE ZS I THINK WE'VE jgusT THE MATTER WITH 
SURE THAT THE a ABOUT WORN OUT YOU, WOMAN ?!2 
DEMON TAKES OUR WELCOME 

MY S7STER'S : “i uP HERE. 


= MUM PS SHE'S PETRIFIED 


OS FR WITH FRIGHT! THAT SOUL- 
2 @ THINGIE MUST HAVE HER IN SOME 
i = KIND OF ANVNO-LOCK. Zy 
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i GO HORRIBLE... 9 BLAST! DEMON BEHIND ME, 
_E_- NO. PLEASE, NO... Ex f 


8BUG-EVEO TYPES CHARGING 
q IN FRONT-- WE'VE WO WAY 
go oe ae AY ou 


oem ne ig SEE Siem 


"sl EGEcmer. = 
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ALL RIGHT, PRINCESS, TAL AS “THE HORROR BEGAN WHEN MY 
YOU ASKEO OUR HELF AND THE IMPERIAL BROTHER DISCOVERED 

sore, - TELE- X-MEN CAME, BUT WE HAVEN'T 
PORTED WITH A CHANCE UNLESS WE_ KNOW 
'NOTHER PERSON... 


THE EXISTENCE AND LOCATION 
OF _AN ANCIENT 
WHAT WE'RE HERE FOR AN 
BEFORE. DIDN'T 


J .-» FORCE, THE 
D QEAOLIEST WEAPON IN HISTORY, 
WHAT WE'RE SUPPOSED D’'KEN THOUGHT, ANO HE WANTED 

REALIZE STRAIN 'D TO DO/ Ys {T FOR MMSE. 

BESO... GREAT. < 

ANYONE LARGER AND MAKE IT 

THAN... PRINCESS, A B 

I THINK WOULD'VE 

€0 


HiS PLAN IN 
COUNCIL, AND 
HE HAD ME 
ARRESTED. 


"WORD WAS LEAKED THAT I'D TRIED TO K7LE MY 

BROTHER ANO &/SURP THE THRONE. THE IMPERIAL 

FLEET --OF WHICH I WAS GRAND ADMIRAL--SP£L/7 
DOWN THE MIODLE. 


"T WAS BEING HELD 
ABOARD THE IMPERIAL 
FLAGSH(E, EN ROUTE 


“INSTEAD, I ESCAPED, 
I STOLE A SCOWTEUG 
AND SABOTAGED THE 


FOR MY CEREMONIAL 
EXECUTION. 


"D'KEN WANTED 
THE LAST 
SIGUT IT SAW 
TO BE HIS 
TRIUMPH. 


“TWAS SINKING THROUGH THE BINARY SYSTEM, TRYING TO SHAKE 
OFF MY PURSUIT, WHEN...I-..IN MY MMO, I SAW A FACE... 


“THERE WERE O7HER 
IMAGES AS WELL: 
XAVIER MARSHALING 
THE COLLECTIVE 


TO FIGHT OFF A 
MINOR, FREE- 
BOOTING RACE, 
THE ZWOX. * 
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“IT WAS AS IE I'D 
FOUND A M¢SS- 
(NG PIECE OF 
MY SOUL, MY.-- 
INNER SECF. 
IN THAT_INSTANT, 
I WAS BOUND 
TO CHARLES 

XAVIER--- 


“IT WAS THAT BURST OF POWER 

WHICH HAP BRIDGED THE AWE- 

SOME DISTANCE BETWEEN US, 

UNFORTUNATELY, IT HAD ALSO 

ALERTED O'KEN'S TELEPATHIC 
SPIES. 


“THEY SENSED 
THAT MY RAP- 
PORT WITH 
XAVIER WOULD 
DRAW ME TO 
EARTH. \NDEED, 
THAT (T WOULD 
ALLOW ME NO 
OTHER CHOICE. 


FLAGSHIP-- 7OO LATE 
TO DO ANY GOO. 


“MY SHIPS WERE 
BEATEN, MY CAUSE 
cOS7. 


AND ME 
TO ME. 


“WE'VE KNOWN OF EARTH FOR 
MANY YEARS, MY FRIENDS, HAD 


“OBSERVERS THERE EVER 


SINCE IT BECAME A CROSS- 

ROADS PLANET FOR HALF THE 

STARFARING RACES IN THE 
MILEY WAY. 


“HIS ORDERS WERE SIMPLE: A/LL XAVIER OR, FAILING 
THAT, PREVENT ME FROM CONTACTING HIM-- WHAT- 
EVER THE COST WHICH MEANT, FIRST OF ALL, 

THE X-MEN HAD TO BE ELIMINATED. 


"HE TRIED TIME AND AGAIN TO 

DESTROY YOU -- USING 

POLARIS AND HAVOK, AND 

THEN YOUR OLDEST, OZA0LI- 

€S7 FOES -- YET EACH TIME \ 
HE FAMED, * \ 


eee oe AS pCa calc 
LEARNEO OF HER. oe eh y i 


% X-MEN S ™S 97 101-105--AG, 
“WITH E/RELORO'S UNWITTING AID, HE FINALLY SuC- POWER. THIS GREAT WSS — 
CEEDED IN CAPTURING ME. HE THOUGHT HE'D WOAN-- 
UNTIL PHOEANX’ POWER SENT YOU THROUGH THE 
STARGATE GQLIER MAE." 


7 e 
MKRAAN CRYSTAL i, 
IS A... GATEWAY 
TO THE POWER MY 
BROTHER SEEKS, 
A GATE THAT OPENS 
ONCE EVERY 
MAILLION 
YEARS.-- 


FINE, LILANORA, 
BUT WHAT'S THIS 
ALL BEEN FOR 7/2 


REASONS, 
CYCLOPS. 


ANO WVIMIAL THE CRYSTAL, 
SO THE LEGEND SAYS, CAN BE 
FOUND POWER ABSOLUTE. 


AYE, PRINCESS ! ANO WHAT RIGHT HAVE THIS TRANSCENDS 
YOU TO DENY IT TO YOUR EMPEROR ?/ AN OATH SWORN 
YOU SWORE AN OATH TO SERVE D'KEN! TO A MAOMAN/ 


OPEN YOUR EYES, 
GLADIATOR, BEFORE 
MY BROTHER'S DREAMS 

OF IMPERIAL GLORY 
CLOSE THEM FOREVER! 


"I DO NOT CARE, “GLADIATOR SNARLS, “OURS IS N 


é { owe 
/ cy, 


---THE EMPER 


MAN, OL' FUZZ-FACE SURE 
eee WANNA PART WITH 


\S THREADS, BUT I GUESS Jam 


I CONVINCEO HiM. 


THEY FEEL 
KINCA FUNNY, 
BUT THEY 
BEAT FIGHTIN’ 
IN THE 422- 
TOGETHER. 
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OT TO QUESTION, OURS 1S TO OBEY! OUR EMPEROR HAS 
np SAID THAT YOU AND YOUR COMPANIONS MUST OVE./” 
YLT LLL za__—SCS 


FROM THE WAY THINGS HAVE BEEN 
GOING THE PAST FEW MINUTES 

Ly ACROSS THE FACE OF THIS 

Yi (MPROMPTU ARMAGEDOON... 
iY, 7 


: Bay 


Vi NUMBERS ARE BEGINNIN’ T’ 
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a TELL, BOYO. I’M_THINKIN’ 
Pe I'LL WEVER GET A CHANCE T’ 
ra TELL MO/RA MACTAGGERT 
Ea. HOW MUCH Tf... 


MEADS UP. TROOPS! 
WOLVERINE'S 
COMIN’ AT'CHA! 


FANG, THIS 1S 
NO TIME FOR 
YOUR JOKES / 


QON'T WORRY 
LITTLE ASTRA. T’LL 

MAKE SURE 

THOSE CLAWS... 


We've GOT ¥& 
THEM OW 
THE RUN! &@ 


YNOERSTOOD, 
TEMPEST! WE'LL 
KEEP AAMMER- 
(NG THEM UNTIL 


PREPARE TO MEET NOT IF I CAN WELP /T, PAL. L'VE GOT A MHANOLE 
YOUR GODS, OUTWORLDER.{ ON THINGS-- I HOPE-- BUT IT ISN'T GONNA 00 
US ANY GOOD UNLESS I CAN PULL THE X-MEN 
a E TOGETHER, 


NO, LILANDRA! 
I'LL WOT, 
LISTEN! 


@ 
AND DO (T WOW! THE 
TEAM'S GETTING 
PULVERIZEO! THEY 
NEED MY... 
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N . 2 z HE WAS GOING TO as 
ae = SAY, “HELP.” 


et —— 
YOU'RE WASTING 
YOUR BREATH, 
PRINCESS, 
GLADIATOR WON'T 
, BELIEVE YOU. g 
4 1 


Zi i ‘ 
Hs, 
WW 


D'KEN WILL 
Pastor 


ENTER: a ®& 
LEGEND... 


AVE, LEADER. 
WHO [S'T WOULD 
DARE CHEAT 


IN| @AZA OF HIS 
8LO00-RIGHT?, 


SVARRA AND 
‘YT kel -- THE 


STAR SAMMEESL, 


is 


FINO COVER, FEATHER- 

HEAD! STARJAMMERS 

ON YOUR SIDE, TRUE-- NONE OF US'D weep 

BUT YOU STILL LMPIE iF BLASTER BEAM CUT 
ROYALTY. YOU IN TWO. 


BE GENTLE, NOT 
AHEPZIBAH-- YOUR PET, 

AS YOU SAID, CORSAIR -- - Z| ‘ 
PET, LILANDRA'S ARE WE BEIN!.. 
ON OUR SIDE. ! RESCUED? 


I CAN'T : 3 

PRONOUNCE  _ BANSHEE, 

YOUR NAME, M'LOVE-- G y Z ay THE MONSTER 
4 x SPEAKS... 

eS ENGLISH! 
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g 
BY- THE- BY, 
MY NAME 1S 
CA OD. MWY 


COMPANIONS 


WE ARE HEROES: rs 
a 2 
ONE MOMENT, THE IMPERIAL GUARD /5 ON TOP. AND THE 


NEXT -- SURPRISED ANO SLAMMED OFF- BALANCE 
8Y THE STARJAMMERS' SUDDEN ATTACK-- THEY RE NOT, 


f BEFORE THEY 
KNOW 17, THE 
FIGHTS ALL. 

OVER. 


NOT GAD, FOLKS. I'VE 
SEEN SOME WEAVY 
STOMPIN' IN MY TIME... 


RAZA'S RIGHT, I'M AFRAID. WO 


ANO AS I SUSPECT WE'RE 


ALL HERE FOR THE SAME 


REASON -- TO STOP THE 

EMPEROR -- WE'D BEST 

GET DOWN TO 
BUSINESS. 


(F WE HADN'T 
HAD TO SWEAK 
OUR WAY IN. 


HEY, ONE-EYE, WE GOT WHAT WE CAME 

FOR, RIGHT? THAT PRINCESS CHICK? 

HOW 'BOUT WE HEAD ON HOME WHILE 
WE GOT THE CHANCE 7 


WOLVERINE, 
BUT IT ISN'T 
THAT EASY, 


I Mus’ BE 
GETTIN 0248 
Y'KNOW? FIGHTS 


CEASE THY PLEASANTRIES, LUMMOX. THIS 
BATTLE BE ZA FROM WON. IT'LL TAKE 
MOREW ONE SALVO TO FINISH YON 

LAPERIAL GUARD. 


AMERICAN SLANG ANO ACCENTS DO YOUR WORST, 

TAIS FAR FROM HOMEZ I'VE FOOLS, IT WILL 

HEARD OF CO/WCIDENCE, BUT MAKE WO 

THIS IS RIDICULOUS. OIF FERENCE! 
CA 


I'D BETTER 


NO! IT CAN'T 
BE. BUT-- OK, 
Scott No! 

IT 1S! AMS 


YOU FORGET, BARBARIAN, 

THAT MY AVIAN RACE 

CONQUEREO YOURS 

ANO MAGE YOU 
SLAVES! 


ANO J SHALL 
CONQUER YOu! 
LOOK TO THE SKY 
CRETINS-- YOU'RE 


TOO LATE! THE CZ oy iN ANOTHER 
DEATHSTARS ARE £ ane MOMENT, THE 

\ ALIGNED. me GATEWAY 
GLA eipeeee CL OPEN -- 


S ... POURING INTO 
Z SS 7HE M'KRAAN 
sa r 4 / M CRYSTAL LIKE 
AS IE ON CUE BLINDING LY MN SOME GIGANTIC 
SLLE-WAITE L1GAT y / . WATERFALL 
SPEARS OUT OF THE . aime \ OF ENERGY. 
EVENING SKY:.-. 


SLOWLY, THE ANCIENT WHICH BRINGS US TO STARCORE AND (TS 
GEM BEGINS TO PULSE, f VERY FRIGHTENED MAN-- 

THE POWER WITHIN PETER CORGEAL. 

BUILOING GEOMETR/- 
CALLY, THE CRYSTAL sieve IT HIT &S TOO, OR, RICHARDS. 
GLOWING EVER- BRIGHTER : A TOTAL O/SRUPTION OF 
UNTIL /T SEEMS ALMOST 2 OUR PY YSICAL REALITY. 
LIKE A STAR ITSELF. 


: Be ‘, ae » 
RA AND THEN, WHEN THE } f 


MORE, THIS NEW- 
BORN “STAR” 
EXPLODES! 


I KNOW. THE EFFECT WAS 
FELT ON EARTH. 


L'VE WO /0EA, THOUGH 
WE'VE SOME POSSIEILITIES. 


BUT I CAN 

TELL YOU WHAT 

WILL HAPPEN IF THESE 
COSMIC “"ELINKS" 
KEEP UP OR GET WORSE. 
THE FABRIC OF TIME 
AND SPACE WILL 7E4AR 

S7SELFE APART. 


SMIVERSE -- 
AS WE KNOW 
{T-- WILL 


AND NOW- 


AREER EIN 
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